[An epidemiological study of psychiatric emergencies at the Biella Department of Emergencies and Admissions in the 5 years of 1983-1987].
The psychiatric intervention procedure at the Emergency and Registration Department (ERD) of Biella Hospital is examined. After a short introduction in which some general data are provided regarding Health Unit no. 47 of Biella and Unit no. 48 of Cossato, the data collected by the ERD psychiatric register are analysed. Data on ERD arrival modalities are reviewed and the type of diagnosis attributed by the psychiatrist to patients examined at the ERD is examined. The various types of responses given by the psychiatrist after consultancy are then presented. The time bands in which the request for psychiatric intervention mainly fall are then noted. The paper closes with remarks on the effectiveness over time of psychiatric intervention at the ERD.